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but to the Instruction of Buddha's teachings he did not
listen.                                                                         :!

Ananda said : "It is the habit of fools to say, 'I
have children and wealth.' He who says so is not even
master of himself; how can he claim possession of
children, riches, and servants? Many are the anxieties
of the worldly, but they know nothing of the changes
of the future." ^                                                      4

Scarcely had Ananda left, when the old man was
struck by apoplexy and fell dead. And Buddha said,
for the instruction of those who were ready to learn :
"A fool, though he live in the company of the wise,
understands nothing of the true doctrine, as a spoon
tastes not the flavor of the soup. lie thinks of him-
self only, and unmindful of the advice of good coun-
sellors Is unable to deliver himself."                           ^

LXXIIL    RESCUE IN TIIK DKSIvRT.

There was a disciple of the Blessed One, full of
energy and zeal for the truth, who, living under a vow
to complete a meditation in solitude, flagged In a mo-
ment of weakness; and lie said to himself: "The
Teacher said there are several kinds of men ; I must
belong to the lowest class and fear that in this birth
there will be neither path nor fruit for me. What is
the use of a forest life If I cannot by my constant en-
deavor attain the insight of meditation to which I have;
devoted myself?" And he left the solitude and re-
turned to the Jetavana.                                               !

When the brethren saw him they said to him:
"You have done wrong, O brother, after taking a vow,
to give up the attempt of carrying It out;" and they
took him to the Master.                                              *